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1Temple Beth El Founded 1913. In 2008 merged with Congregation B�nai Jacob (founded 1891). Devoted to seeking God, doing Mitzvot, studying Torah, and creating Community.

Bill & Lynn Foggle Great Issues  
Lecture Series Features Ayaan Hirsi Ali 

 
Sunday, September 22 at 10:00 am  
 
�For every complex problem 
 there is a simple solution� 
that is wrong.� 
 Josh Weiss and John Foggle  
     Ayaan Hirsi Ali has never shied away 
from a �ght when she believes in something 

deeply. She has seen far too many complex problems that face 
humanity be dealt with in simplistic terms � creating more pain 
and anguish. Her life is dedicated to push back against this  
category of problems. And her life has been far from what 
many would consider �normal.�            
     Ayaan was born in Mogadishu, Somalia in 1969. She grew  
up in exile as the daughter of a political opponent of the Somali 
dictatorship, moving from Saudi Arabia to    CONTINUED ON PAGE 10      

Rabbi David Wolpe Returns for the  
Ruth and Fred Weiss (z�l) Annual Lecture 

 
Sunday, November 17 at 10:30 am 
 
     Please join us at TBE as Rabbi David 
Wolpe returns to our community for a 
compelling and upli�ing conversation 
about the universal truths of the Jewish 
spirit. Rabbi Wolpe will re�ect on the 
changes over the past year for the Jewish 

people � both here and in Israel � and discuss what lies ahead. 
Experience a dynamic and enlightening event with one of the 
most respected voices in contemporary Jewish thought.          
     Rabbi Wolpe has been recognized as �e Most In�uential  
Rabbi in America by Newsweek and one of the 50 Most In�uential 
Jews in the World. He was a Visiting Scholar at the Harvard 
Divinity School and a Rabbinic Fellow with  CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

     Ayaan Hirsi Ali

Selihot Dinner, 
Program & Service: 
SUPPORTING STRENGTH AND RESILIENCE 
 
Saturday, September 28 
6:00 pm Dinner  
7:00 pm Conversation with the members of Kfar Azza 
8:15 pm Selihot services 
 
     Come meet four survivors from Kfar Azza (one of the kibbutzim 
that was attacked on October 7): Oded Etinger, Imri Horowitz, Shani 
Kaner, and Rachel Stelman, who range in age from 26 - 67. �ey will 
share their harrowing stories from that fateful day and will discuss 

some of the challenges in rebuilding and recreating Kfar Azza as one 
big community. �ese resilient survivors are reimagining and dreaming 
about what life will be like when they return to their kibbutz. 
     By visiting our community, the survivors of Kfar Azza are also  
asking us for help. In the coming year, our community will support 
our brothers and sisters in Israel as they work to return home and  
rebuild their community. �is evening will not focus on the horrors 
of October 7 � but will invite our community into a story of hope,  
resilience, courage, and strength.                              CONTINUED ON PAGE 11   

     Rabbi David Wolpe

A visitor surveys the destruction of homes on Kibbutz Kfar Azza after October 7.



WOLPE, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

the ADL. Rabbi Wolpe serves as the Max Webb Emeritus Rabbi of Sinai Temple in Los Angeles 
and as a Senior Advisor to the Maimonides Fund. He is the bestselling author of eight books 
and numerous articles in leading newspapers and journals. 
     �is event is free and open to the public, but registration is required. Register at  
spring�eldjcc.org. 
     Presented by the Spring�eld Jewish Community Center and co-sponsored by Temple 
Beth El. Made possible by the Ruth and Fred Weiss JCC Endowed Lecture Fund. 
     Contact Alana Wasserman at awasserman@spring�eldjcc.org or 413-739-4715 for  
more information.

High Holy Day 
Tickets  

Sonia, Wilk, Executive Director 
swilk@tbespring�eld.org 

     In an e�ort to be warmer and more welcoming, as well as to increase 
security, this year all adult attendees at our High Holy Day services will 
wear name badges instead of showing paper tickets at the door. �e badges 
will be on a lanyard to wear around your neck at all times when in the 

building, and will allow everyone to greet each other by name. 
     Name badge tickets will be printed for all adult members in �Good standing� � de�ned as 
having paid the 2023 dues and security assessment in full or having a private meeting with 
me to create a custom payment plan. Finances should never be a barrier for participation. 
We are happy to assist you to ensure you have a meaningful High Holy Day season.  
 
     Please note that these name badge tickets will not be mailed; they will be available  
for pick up at the TBE o�ce on Monday, September 30 and Tuesday, October 1 from 
12:00 - 4:00 pm or when you arrive for services.  
 
     We are extremely grateful to the many members who have pledged enhanced dues at  
the Maccabim, Shomrim, Kochavim, and Giborim levels, whose donations have helped to 
sustain TBE. Your generosity is greatly appreciated! If you are interested in learning more 
about these giving opportunities, please contact me. 
     For those guests who are joining us, a donation is greatly appreciated. Suggested donations 
for guest tickets are $180 for both Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, or $100 for each  
individually. All preregistered guests will also have name badge tickets printed for them. 
     As in past years, name badge tickets are o�ered at no charge to full-time students,  
full-time military personnel, associate members of other synagogues, adult children of  
current members, and pre-registered guests. �is is an opportunity for us to extend  
ourselves in the community and engage people who may later join us year-round. Please 
register your guests by emailing o�ce@tbespring�eld.org or calling (413) 733-4149.   
  
     Please note, for security reasons, no one will be admitted to the building without  
a name badge ticket. Please remember to wear your name badge ticket at all times.  
 
     For those of you who are attending in person or online, a service schedule can be found 
on page 6. Our services will be livestreamed online for those who are unable to join us  
in person. No matter where you are, we plan to provide you with a meaningful experience. 
     We are blessed to have these options to pray together as a community. Whether you join 
us in person or on livestream, we value you as a vital part of our community. 
     Shana Tovah U�Metukah! 

A Message from  
the President 
Maxine Bernstein 

     Two events from  
this summer bring to 
mind our penchant for 
honoring the past and 
building the future.  
     First, a geniza; a burial 
in the cemetery of worn 

or damaged sacred items that can no longer 
be used, recently took place to properly  
dispose of the accumulation from last  
summer�s cleanout. A truckload of TBE  
religious history in boxes, cartons and 
crates was interred with the appropriate 
dignity and respect.  
     Second, the Community Music School of 
Spring�eld Children�s Chorus �Big Spring 
Sing� concert was held in the Cantor Morton 
Shames sanctuary at Temple Beth El. We 
hosted 200 youth singers and their families 
for a spectacular night of music ranging 
from Broadway to Beatles to American 
Classics and Jazz � Hey! Ba-Ba-Re-Bop 
rocked the house! Our facility easily  
accommodated grandparents in walkers, 
babies in strollers, and restless siblings.  
�e singers were even able to use the  
choir robing rooms as a backstage area  
because they were emptied last summer  
for the geniza. Everyone was in awe of  
our building and greatly appreciated the 
experience we provided. 
     �e opportunity to rent our space for 
this concert came about following the 
�Asset Mapping� building tour event we 
held with select community partners to 
identify sources of potential rental income. 
As Cantor Shames (z�l) was a founding 
board member of the Community Music 
School of Spring�eld, I can imagine he 
would be delighted at our collaboration, 
and to know that CMSS is interested in 
TBE, with our ample parking and great 
amenities, as the venue for all their future 
concerts. 
     As we look toward the new year we�re 
looking forward to renewed energy from 
new partnerships within our Jewish  
community and beyond. L�shana Tova,  
may 5785 be a year for honoring the past 
and building the future together. 
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The rainbow that appeared over Kibbutz Kfar Azza reminds us that the Kibbutz can be rebuilt.  
Our work in the New Year is to summon our strength and resources.  

May 5785 be about resilience, strength and hope.


